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Major projects

BirdLife South Africa have two major projects that deal with 

conservation and the measurement of environmental 

change

The Important Bird areas programme

Southern African Bird Atlas project 2 (SABAP2)



IBA Programme

IMPORTANT BIRD AREA (IBA) PROGRAMME 

Aims-To identify and protect a network of sites which 

are critical for the long term viability of naturally 

occurring bird populations.

Enables management in smaller focused areas.

These are categorized in to four main types.



IBA Programme

Globally threatened species (Global IBA)

The site regularly holds significant numbers of a 

globally threatened species, or other species of 

global conservation concern.

Mount Moreland Reedbed holds more that 1% of the 

global population of Barn Swallow every summer (up 

to 6 m individuals.

Boulders bay for the African Penguin.



IBA Programme

Nationally threatened species

The site regularly holds significant numbers of a 

nationally threatened species of national 

conservation concern.

Kamfers Dam in the Northern Cape important for 

lesser Flamingo. 

Ongoye forest reserve important for Eastern Bronze-

naped Pigeon and Green Barbet.



IBA Programme

Restricted range species (Global IBA)

The site is known or thought to hold a significant 

component of a group of species whose breeding 

distributions define an endemic bird area.

Grassland biosphere reserve Mpumalanga/Free State 

and Kwa Zulu-Natal for Botha`s and Rudd`s lark



IBA Programme

Biome restricted assemblages (Global IBA) 

The site is know or thought to hold a significant 

component of a group of species whose distributions 

are largely or wholly confined to one biome.

West Coast National Park for wading birds.



IBA programme

ACTIONS IN IBAs

Volunteers do IBA analysis yearly to measure trends in:

Pressure or threats:

State: Conditions of the habitat and bird populations within 

them.

Response: Management of the IBA and conservation actions 

in place.



IBA Programme

CONSTRAINTS

IBAs are spread over a large area.

Difficult to have volunteers do assessments 

consistently.

IBAs have no legal protection status except where 

they are already in protected areas.



IBA Programme

SOME INITITIVES IN PLACE

Having large corporations ñadoptò an IBA enabling us 

to appoint a permanent IBA coordinator.

Ranking the importance of IBAs to enable focus in 

those that really matter.



SOUTHERN A FRICAN BIRD ATLAS PROJECT 2 

(SABAP2)

Measuring the effect of environmental change on birds

A partnership project between:



This is the second bird atlas, last one (SABAP1) was 

published in 1997.

An atlas provides a ñsnapshotò of bird distribution 

between two or more periods.

Is able to give us a picture of the effects of climate 

change, land use etc. on birds.

Data collected gives a firm basis on which to 

formulate future conservation plans



BASIC OUTLINE 

OF PROTOCOL

Has a fixed temporal and spatial resolution of 2 

hours within a 5 minute by 5 minute map grid cell. 

SABAP1 had no time specified and a 15 by 15 

minute map grid square

Data collected by enthusiastic volunteers. Current 

observer statistics are 598 active observers, 23382 

atlas data cards submitted and 1256555 individual 

records submitted.



Coverage is improving but there are still 

some large gap areas

Reasonably covered (1 or more cards per 

pentad):

Gauteng

Parts of Kwa Zulu-Natal

Most of the coastal areas

Parts of the Western Cape




