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CLIMATE ACTION PROGRAMME
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The WESSA/WWF Eco-Schools 
Programme

Å47 countries

(new countries: Japan, Bahamas, 
China)

Other African countries: (Kenya, 

Morocco, Tunisia)

Å27 000 schools worldwide

Åwww.eco-schools.org

ÅEco-Schools SA started 
in 2003

ÅImplemented by WESSA



What is the Eco-Schools 
Programme?

A school that has made a 
commitment to continuously 
improve its environmental 
performance.

Working towards

Åbetter environmental 
learning

Åbetter environmental 
management



The Eco-Schools framework forms the 
basis of the Climate Change programme
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Eco-Schools CAP

Åto support schools that are 
currently registered with the 
Eco-Schools programme by 
facilitating school based 
projects that have climate 
change related action 
plans/activities

Åto help build resilience in 
communities through schools 
to enable them to cope with a 
changing and unpredictable 
world



Year 1: (Aug 08 ïJul 09)

Pilot Cluster set up:

Å12 Schools in Ethekwini

Å14 Schools in the midlands

Project launch ïAug 2008

ÅEco-Schools / eThekwini Youth 
Biodiversity Summit - Urban 
biodiversity and climate change

ÅOutcomes fed into 2nd

International Local Action for 
Biodiversity Workshop



Outcomes

Å Support workshops around 

different CC themes (12):
Climate Change ïconcepts

Developing lesson plans around the CC theme

Eco-footprints & Handprints

Energy 

Consumerism, production and waste 

Food security and CC

Earth day activities

Å Other links: ñYear of Special Daysò
E.g. World Wetlands Day, the importance of  

conserving Wetlands C and CH4 sinks and 
biodiversity protection.

ñNo Meatò Day ie. GHG reductions by changing diet to 
rely less on the meat and dairy industries and for 
Water Week, water issues in South Africa

Events such as Earth Hour and the ñNo Power Hourò 
were also very important for awareness raising
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